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EDUCATION

1998-2000 School of Chemistry, University of Leeds
BSc (Hons) Chemistry

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2000 - Present Fera Science Ltd, York, UK
Principal Plant Nematologist

Lead nematology diagnostician with responsibility for delivering a high-quality nematology
diagnostic service to Defra plant health division (NPPO).

Managing the use of both novel and traditional diagnostic techniques to provide a
comprehensive range of nematode testing.

Consultancy regarding the importance of a range of plant nematodes as plant health pests to
UK agriculture and horticulture.

Morphological descriptions of new nematode species and production of taxonomic keys for the
identification of economically important nematode genera.

Generating project ideas and obtaining research funding for applied research programmes.

Member of the EPPO ‘Diagnostics in Nematology’ panel, developing diagnostic protocols of
gquarantine nematode species.

CURRENT PROJECT GRANTS

Defra

o NepoDetect: Direct detection of plant viruses from nematode vector species (2022)
Euphresco

o FAGUSTAT: Status of Beech Leaf Disease (BLD) in Europe (2021-2023)

o XIPHIVIR: Improving detection of Xiphinema americanum-group species (2019-2021)

o Pratylenchus: Improving identification of root-knot nematode species intercepted in
trade (2020-2022)

o PCN: Molecular characterisation of European PCN populations (2021-2023)

KEY SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE

20+ years’ experience of managing and delivering diagnostics and research for terrestrial
nematodes in a National Plant Protection Organisation laboratory

Provision of plant nematode diagnostics to meet statutory and industry requirements

Lead nematologist on multidisciplinary research projects covering diagnostics of both native
and quarantine plant nematodes

The evaluation and validation of novel nematode diagnostic techniques



e Successful Co-supervision of 2 PhD students

e Author or co-author of over 30 publications including publications in peer reviewed journals,
new disease reports, book chapter, conference papers and technical research reports.

MEMBERSHIP OF PROFESSIONAL BODIES AND MEASURES OF ESTEEM
e Registered Senior Plant Health Professional (SPHP), Royal Society of Biology

e Member of the British Society for Plant Pathology (BSPP), Systematics Association (SA),
Royal Society of Biology (RSB), European Society of Nematology (ESN) and Society of
Nematologists (SON)

e Former panel member of the nematology group of the Association of Applied Biology (AAB)

e Editor of New Disease Reports. Regularly review for Nematology, Plant Pathology and
European Journal of Plant Pathology
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